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officials. As soon as the dam was cut the water poured with
tremendous force into the basins. The people rejoiced that
day that the Nile had reached its height, before its usual
time. And someone said: "'Enjoy the water of the Nile
before its inundation; a draught of its water is as good as
medicine to us; its sweetness has without doubt come in
floods."

Amongst the events of this time was the Dawadar's putting
a stop to people residing on the embankment at Birkah
al-Ratli and all the creeks. He made a bridge over the
Zaribah canal, the wharf at which the plaster was unloaded.
So the business of the Middle Island fell into decay, not a house
remained, not a shop was opened. He prevented the gamblers
from putting up a gaming-house, either on the embankment
or along the Zaribah. The houses of Birkah al-Ratli fell into
ruins, especially those of the children of al-JTan, the house of
the Private Secretary, and other houses of the well-to-do
classes suffered likewise. All the owners suffered much hard-
ship this year in consequence and lost the rent of their houses.
[38] It was said that Khaukhat al-Jisr (Bridge Lane) was
to be shut up.

The Kadi Berekat Ibn Musa, the Inspector of Markets,
besought the Dawadar to allow the ships to enter as usual
and to let the people live on the embankment; but he refused,
saying that the people would corrupt the wives of the gentle-
men who came with the Sultan for the ceremony of the
opening of the Nile.

He kept firmly to his decision ; then towards the end of the
Nile functions he made a concession to the Kadi Berekat
Ibn Musa that five ships belonging to dealers might be
admitted to the lake as usual; so the confectioner, the cheese-
monger, the fruiterer, the vegetable-seller, and the (Suwikhati ?)
entered, and no others. These men, after remaining for
some days moving about here and there and not finding
anybody to trade with, left again, and the Birkah al-Ratli
became quite deserted; there was no one there even to kindle